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common to all countries, and the role of
legislators and the public in providing
judgments of how to control risks to an
acceptable level in a particular community.
In the first section, on smoking, the tech-
niques required to influence public opinion
and reduce the risk ofsmoking in France and
Finland are outlined. Although it is generally
accepted that the public should have a major
say in deciding the acceptability of risks, the
paradox presented by a government deciding
to legislate on smoking and then attempting
to influence public opinion to support it is not
tackled.
The international repercussions of legisla-
tion in this field are well illustrated by the
chapter on control of aflatoxin. The close
control imposed by importing countries on
aflatoxin in peanuts has a dramatic effect on
the economy and health of those whose
country depends on peanut production. The
interval between suspicion of a carcinogenic
risk and final control ofexposure can be very
long, as is illustrated by examples ofasbestos,
2-naphthylamine and vinyl chloride. The
problems of thresholds in carcinogenesis and
of comparison between chemical carcinogens
and radiation are also discussed.
Ifthe reader is expecting clear indications
of how to proceed in legislative or practical
control strategies, he will be disappointed,
because clarity is not yet present. To the
anglophile, the pragmatic but effective con-
trol of occupational exposure by the UK
government is heartening. The highlight of
the conference is in the well-balanced and
objective contribution by Dr Higginson in
the introduction, and Professor Doll in the
summing-up. To those interested in the field,
an incentive to read this volume comes from
2 quotatioqi from Higginson:
"It should not be forgotten that complex
biological processes are not basically altered
by legislation or legal definition, however
rational", and "I do not believe that the
cause of cancer prevention is served by
acrimonious adversary tactics and attempts
to denigrate the integrity of colleagues."
In general it is an interesting, if somewhat
superficial, look at the problems posed by
legislation and control of carcinogens. It will
be ofparticular value to scientists who do not
normally work in this field, because it gives
them an insight into the complexity of the
issues which have to be tackled.
I. F. H. PURCHASE
Tumor Associated Antigens and Their
Specific Immune Response. Eds F.
SPREAFICO and R. ARNON (1979). London:
Academic Press. 359 pp. £15.00, $31.00.
This book presents the proceedings of a
meeting in Milan in the summer of 1977 and
covers a wide range of topics in tumour
immunology. The list of contributors is im-
pressive, and several of the papers presented
give a valuable review of work in progress
in different laboratories. The major themes
discussed are antigen expression on virally
and chemically induced tumours (Comoglio,
Baldwin, Parmiani); activation of T-cell
cytotoxic mechanisms (Berke, Alexander,
Collavo, Keder, Scherter); natural immunity
against animal and human tumours (Herber-
man, Haller, Forni, Della Porta) and studies
ofantigen expression and immunocompetence
in cancer patients (Thompson, Adler, Stein).
Consideration is also given to the effects of
drug treatments on antigenicity and immuno-
competence in animals (Mantovani, Bon-
massar) and to the possible use of xenoan-
tisera in therapy (Arnon and Davies).
The book offers an attractive collection of
papers on major areas in tumour immunity
by recognized authorities. The papers are
generally critical and seek to subject the field
to the close scrutiny that is necessary if it is
to flourish. The extensive reference lists of
each contribution are also useful. This book
is to be recommended, though it is probable
that all the papers have now appeared in the
journal literature, as might be expected 2
years after the conference. To have them
combined in this form is a realistic addition
to any worker's bookshelf.
B. M. VOSE
Atlas of Clinical Cytology. P. LOPES
CARDOZO (1979). The Netherlands: Heine-
mann. 732 pp. £75.00.
This is an unusual book in that it presents
the accumulated experience of one man over
a period of more than 25 years. In the first
chapter Dr Lopes Cardozo states his basic
philosophy of clinical cytology, detailing the
diagnostic range of cytological techniques;
this would be useful reading for clinicians as
well as cytologists. The second chapter, on
criteria of malignancy, needs careful study to
appreciate the remainder of the atlas, par-